and thus bring us that much closer to a just society.
I Aside from careless editing and the odd glaring mistake (such as the incorrect structural formula for the phenothiazine nucleus on page 576 -the only chemical formula in the book) the text is sound, ranging from stodgy to brilliant. But somehow Kolb manages to miss most of the major issues of today. The author of a textbook has a responsibility to provide an overview of the state of his field at the time of writing. In the last decade a number of trends have emerged. These include the retreat from the medical model, the search for brief, effective methods of psychotherapy, increasing attention to psychiatric aspects of poverty, race and class and the emergence of community psychiatry. None of these receives much attention and a number are omitted entirely. Even if we adhere to the medical model, patterns of 'disease' change, this text devotes two-and-a-half pages to Van Economo's encephalitis and only one page to hallucinogenic agents such as LSD-25 and mescaline. We find two pages on brominism and less than one page on the amphetamines. Only ten lines are devoted to 'sniffing' of volatile substances; no specific mention is made to glue.
Clearly the intern in a busy downtown emergency department will have to look elsewhere for detailed information on the common toxic conditions presenting these days.
The 'concerned' student of today, anxious to apply his new knowledge in situations of service, will find little guidance here. I could find no direct reference to the problems of the ghetto or the core city, nor to collective violence nor changing patterns of delivery of service. In the absence of these the medical student should be made aware of current trends in the use of non-medical workers in provision of service, and have some exposure to the theory of crisis intervention.
This textbook was known for its balanced approach to psychiatry, presenting psychoanalytic, psychobiological and organic approaches with relative impartiality. Unfortunately, balances change with time. Selecting from the chapter on the therapies in this edition we find the following weightings:-1. Psychoanalysis -seven pages 2. Insulin coma -seven pages 3. Psychosurgery -three pages 4. Family therapy -two-and-a-half pages 5. Behaviour therapy -two pages 6. Reserpine -one-and-a-half pages 7. Haloperidol -one quarter page Although space allotted does not necessarily co-relate with importance it does convey some messages. There appears to have been a reluctance to use the editorial blue pencil on some of the topics mentioned.
Anachronisms of content as well as of form contribute to the 'square' feel of this book. Seven pages are devoted to combat neurosis; reference is made to continuous baths and cold wet packs in the treatment of delirium (p, 178) Bau (p. 588) are recognizable to readers of this journal but perhaps not to students. In general the index refers the reader to only one major treatment of the topic although mention may occur elsewhere. This is perhaps a minor flaw but is not in keeping with scholarly practice and creates problems for the student or reviewer seeking to collect, for example, all references to 'ego ideal' or 'behaviour therapy'.
On the positive side the book contains lucid classical descriptions of disease and an authoritative smattering of psychoanalytic theory. The sections on the organic conditions are adequate, and the student is given a good overview of diseases considered to be within the realm of clinical psychiatry and some acquaintance with the basic sciences.
This textbook may have a good sale because of its reasonable price.
A There are papers covering many aspects -the subjects in the tests, with effects of age, health, sex, drugs, attitudes, moods, personality facets, including both the senders, recipients and the experimenters. There is also a lengthy discussion on the various theoretical factors connected with the problems raised.
The possibility of extrasensory perception appearing in dreams and delusions of patients has been raised by other authors, even Freud, who was usually pretty critical of the supernatural. It is, however, a striking fact that little confirmatory material has appeared in the general literature and the possible significance of such in psychiatry has been rarely touched upon.
There is also little here to convince the unbeliever. The original objections to statistical methods have not been answered adequately. I would like to have seen a wider review of some of the opposing literature. I must confess to being an unbeliever and am therefore hard to convince.
D. E. ALCORN, M.D. (deceased) 
